CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA - CODIFIED

This version of the lowa Constitution incorporates into the original document all amendments adopted through the 1998 general
election and omits certain provisions apparently superseded or obsolete. The footnote following an amended section is the latest
action only. Seethe original Constitution for the original text and amendments in chronological order. This codified version
generally adopts the rules for capitalization and punctuation used in drafting legisation.

PREAMBLE.
BOUNDARIES.
ARTICLE I. - BILL OF RIGHTS.

SEC. 1. Rights of persons.
2. Political power.

3. Religion.

4. Religious test - witnesses.

5. Dueling. [Repealed]

6. Laws uniform.

7. Liberty of speech and press.

8. Personal security - searches and seizures.

9. Right of trial by jury - due process of law.

10. Rights of persons accused.

11. When indictment necessary - grand jury.

12. Twice tried - balil.

13. Habeas corpus.

14. Military.
15. Quartering soldiers.
16. Treason.

17. Balil - punishments.

18. Eminent domain - drainage ditches and levees.
19. Imprisonment for debt.

20. Right of assemblage - petition.

21. Attainder - ex post facto law - obligationaointract.
22. Resident aliens.

23. Slavery - penal servitude.

24. Agricultural leases.

25. Rights reserved.

ARTICLE Il. - RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE.

SEC. 1. Electors.

Privileged from arrest.
From military duty.
Persons in military service.
Disqualified persons.
Ballot.

General election.
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ARTICLE Ill. - OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS.
SEC. 1. Departments of government.
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. General assembly.
2. Annual sessions of general assembly - spsegaions.
3. Representatives.
4. Qualifications.
5. Senators - qualifications.
6. Senators - number and classification.
7. Officers - elections determined.
8. Quorum.
9. Authority of the houses.
10. Protest - record of vote.
11. Privileged from arrest.
12. Vacancies.
13. Doors open.
14. Adjournments.
15. Bills.
16. Executive approval - veto - item veto by goee.
17. Passage of bills.
18. Receipts and expenditures.
19. Impeachment.
20. Officers subject to impeachment - judgment.
21. Members not appointed to office.
22. Disqualification.
23. Failure to account.
24. Appropriations.
25. Compensation and expenses of general assembly
26. Time laws to take effect.
27. Divorce.
28. Lotteries. [Repealed]
29. Acts - one subject - expressed in title.
30. Local or special laws - general and uniforilnoundaries of counties.
31. Extra compensation - payment of claims - @ppations for local or private purposes.
32. Oath of members.
33. Census. [Repealed]
34. Senate and house of representatives - liorntat
35. Senators and representatives - number atrettdis
36. Review by supreme court.
37. Congressional districts.
38. Elections by general assembly.
38A. Municipal home rule.
39. Legislative districts.
39A. Counties home rule.
40. Nullification of administrative rules.



ARTICLE IV. - EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. Governor.
2. Election and term.
3. Governor and lieutenant governor elected fpiteturns of elections.
4. Election by general assembly in case of sieccession by lieutenant governor.
5. Contested elections.
6. Eligibility.

7. Commander in chief.

8. Duties of governor.

9. Execution of laws.

10. Vacancies.

11. Convening general assembly.

12. Message.

13. Adjournment.

14. Disqualification.

15. Terms - compensation.

16. Pardons - reprieves - commutations.

17. Lieutenant governor to act as governor.

18. Duties of lieutenant governor.

19. Succession to office of governor and lieut¢g@vernor.

20. Seal of state.

21. Grants and commissions.

22. Secretary - auditor - treasurer.

ARTICLE V. - JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

SEC. 1. Courts.
2. Supreme court.
3. Election of judges - term. [Repealed]
4. Jurisdiction of supreme court.
5. District court and judge. [Repealed]
6. Jurisdiction of district court.
7. Conservators of the peace.
8. Style of process.
9. Salaries. [Repealed]
10. Judicial districts.
11. Judges - when chosen. [Repealed]
12. Attorney general.
13. District attorney. [Repealed]
14. System of court practice.
15. Vacancies in courts.
16. State and district nominating commissions.
17. Terms - judicial elections.
18. Salaries - qualifications - retirement.
19. Retirement and discipline of judges.

ARTICLE VI. - MILITIA.
SEC. 1. Composition - training.

2. Exemption.
3. Officers.
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ARTICLE VII. - STATE DEBTS.

Credit not to be loaned.
Limitation.
Losses to school funds.
War debts.
Contracting debt - submission to the people.
Legislature may repeal.
Tax imposed distinctly stated.
Motor vehicle fees and fuel taxes.
Fish and wildlife protection funds.

ARTICLE VIII. - CORPORATIONS.

How created.
Taxation of corporations.
State not to be a stockholder.
Municipal corporations.
Banking associations.
State bank.
Specie basis.
General banking law.
Stockholders' responsibility.
Billholders preferred.
Specie payments - suspension.
Amendment or repeal of laws - exclusive peyes.

ARTICLE IX. - EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LANDS.
1st. Education.

Board of education. [Omitted]
Eligibility. [Omitted]
Election of members. [Omitted]
First session. [Omitted]
Limitation of sessions. [Omitted]
Secretary. [Omitted]
Rules and regulations. [Omitted]
Power to legislate. [Omitted]
Governor ex officio a member. [Omitted]
Expenses. [Omitted]
State university. [Omitted]
Common schools. [Omitted]
Compensation. [Omitted]
Quorum - style of acts. [Omitted]
Board may be abolished.



2nd. School Funds and School Lands.

SEC. 1. Control - management.

Permanent fund.

Perpetual support fund.

Fines - how appropriated. [Repealed]
Proceeds of lands.

Agents of school funds.

Distribution. [Repealed]
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ARTICLE X. - AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

SEC. 1. How proposed - submission.
More than one amendment.
Constitutional convention.

W

ARTICLE XI. - MISCELLANEOUS.

SEC. 1. Justice of peace - jurisdiction.

Counties.

Indebtedness of political or municipal corpanas.
Boundaries of state.

Oath of office.

How vacancies filled.

Land grants located.

Seat of government established - state untyers

ONOORWDN

ARTICLE XII. - SCHEDULE.

SEC. 1. Supreme law - constitutionality ofsact
2. Laws in force.
3. Proceedings not affected. [Omitted]
4. Fines inure to the state. [Repealed]
5. Bonds in force. [Omitted]
6. First election for governor and lieutenantgmwor. [Omitted]
7. First election of officers. [Omitted]
8. For judges of supreme court. [Omitted]
9. General assembly - first session. [Omitted]
10. Senators. [Omitted]
11. Offices not vacated. [Omitted]
12. Judicial districts. [Omitted]
13. Submission of constitution. [Omitted]
14. Proposition to strike out the word "whiteQnitted]
15. Mills county. [Omitted]
16. General election. [Omitted]



PREAMBLE

Preamble. WE THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF IOWA, grateful teetSupreme Being for the blessings
hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our dependence on Kima continuation of those blessings, do ordaid a
establish a free and independent government, bgahee of the State of lowa, the boundaries whesieall be
as follows:

Boundaries. Beginning in the middle of the main channel & Mississippi River, at a point due East of the
middle of the mouth of the main channel of the Dlesnes River, thence up the middle of the main cedhof
the said Des Moines River, to a point on said riveere the Northern boundary line of the State afdduri -
as established by the constitution of that Statdopted June 12th, 1820 - crosses the said middheonain
channel of the said Des Moines River; thence Waskiwalong the said Northern boundary line of that& of
Missouri, as established at the time aforesaid| antextension of said line intersects the midofiehe main
channel of the Missouri River; thence up the midafighe main channel of the said Missouri Riveatpoint
opposite the middle of the main channel of the 8igux River, according to Nicollett's Map; thenge the
main channel of the said Big Sioux River, accordinghe said map, until it is intersected by theapal of
forty three degrees and thirty minutes North lagtuthence East along said parallel of forty thdegrees and
thirty minutes until said parallel intersects theldhe of the main channel of the Mississippi Rividience down

the middle of the main channel of said Mississippier to the place of beginning.
See boundary compromise agreements at the endlofédV| of the Code
Referred to in §.1 of the Code

ARTICLE I.
BILL OF RIGHTS.

Rights of persons. SECTION 1. All men and women are, by naturee femd equal, and have certain
inalienable rights - among which are those of emgynd defending life and liberty, acquiring, pessing and

protecting property, and pursuing and obtainingtyadnd happiness.
Amended 1998, Amendmef45]

Political power. SEC. 2. All political power is inherent in thegple. Government is instituted for the
protection, security, and benefit of the peoplal Hrey have the right, at all times, to alter dome the same,
whenever the public good may require it.

Religion. SEC. 3. The general assembly shall make no &specting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; nor shaly @erson be compelled to attend any place of wprgbay
tithes, taxes, or other rates for building or repgi places of worship, or the maintenance of aryister, or
ministry.

Religious test - witnessesSEC. 4. No religious test shall be required amalification for any office, or
public trust, and no person shall be deprived gf @nhis rights, privileges, or capacities, or dialified from
the performance of any of his public or privateiesitor rendered incompetent to give evidence yncart of
law or equity, in consequence of his opinions @ndtbject of religion; and any party to any judipiBoceeding
shall have the right to use as a witness, or fa&edstimony of, any other person not disqualibadaccount of
interest, who may be cognizant of any fact matawathe case; and parties to suits may be witngsses

provided by law.
Referred to in 829.10f the Code

Dueling. SEC. 5.
Repealed 1992, AmendmeHB]

Laws uniform. SEC. 6. All laws of a general nature shall haveniform operation; the general assembly
shall not grant to any citizen, or class of citzeprivileges or immunities, which, upon the saerens shall not
equally belong to all citizens.

Liberty of speech and press.SEC. 7. Every person may speak, write, and phliis sentiments on all
subjects, being responsible for the abuse of tght.r No law shall be passed to restrain or alerittg liberty
of speech, or of the press. In all prosecutionsdictments for libel, the truth may be given widence to the
jury, and if it appears to the jury that the mattearged as libellous was true, and was publishigd good
motives and for justifiable ends, the party shalllocquitted.



Personal security - searches and seizureSEC. 8. The right of the people to be securthair persons,
houses, papers and effects, against unreasonableeseand searches shall not be violated; and aroam
shall issue but on probable cause, supported dy @ataffirmation, particularly describing the plate be

searched, and the persons and things to be seized.
Referred to in $890C.22200A.10 717.2A 717B.50f the Code

Right of trial by jury - due process of law. SEC. 9. The right of trial by jury shall remanviolate; but the
general assembly may authorize trial by a jury déss number than twelve men in inferior courtst bao

person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or pragewithout due process of law.
See also R.Cr.R2.17,2.21(2),2.67 R.C.P.1.902 1.903 1.1108

Rights of persons accusedSEC. 10. In all criminal prosecutions, and isesinvolving the life, or liberty
of an individual the accused shall have a right &peedy and public trial by an impartial jury;oe informed
of the accusation against him, to have a copy ®fstime when demanded; to be confronted with theesses
against him; to have compulsory process for higegses; and, to have the assistance of counsel.

See $02.16010f the Code

When indictment necessary - grand jury. SEC. 11. All offenses less than felony and iniciwhthe
maximum permissible imprisonment does not exceatlythdays shall be tried summarily before an office
authorized by law, on information under oath, withmdictment, or the intervention of a grand jusgying to
the defendant the right of appeal; and no persait bh held to answer for any higher criminal ofenunless
on presentment or indictment by a grand jury, ek@egases arising in the army, or navy, or in mhiétia,
when in actual service, in time of war or publiadar.

The grand jury may consist of any number of membhetdess than five, nor more than fifteen, asgéeeral
assembly may by law provide, or the general assemmialy provide for holding persons to answer for any

criminal offense without the intervention of a gagary.
Paragraph 2 added 1884, Amendni&t
Paragraph 1 amended 1998, Amendnji6i}
As to indictment and the number of grand jurors, ReCr.P2.3, 2.4
Magistrate jurisdiction, see682.6405f the Code

Twice tried - bail. SEC. 12. No person shall after acquittal, bedtfor the same offence. All persons shall,
before conviction, be bailable, by sufficient siegt except for capital offences where the proasient, or
the presumption great.

Habeas corpus. SEC. 13. The writ of habeas corpus shall nosuspended, or refused when application is
made as required by law, unless in case of relpelipinvasion the public safety may require it.

Military. SEC. 14. The military shall be subordinate ® ¢ivil power. No standing army shall be kept up
by the state in time of peace; and in time of warappropriation for a standing army shall be féoreger time
than two years.

Quartering soldiers. SEC. 15. No soldier shall, in time of peace,go@rtered in any house without the
consent of the owner, nor in time of war excegh® manner prescribed by law.

Treason. SEC. 16. Treason against the state shall coosigtin levying war against it, adhering to its
enemies, or giving them aid and comfort. No persioall be convicted of treason, unless on the ecelef
two witnesses to the same overt act, or confessiopen court.

Bail - punishments. SEC. 17. Excessive bail shall not be requiredessive fines shall not be imposed, and
cruel and unusual punishment shall not be inflicted

Eminent domain - drainage ditches and leveesSEC. 18. Private property shall not be takerpidslic use
without just compensation first being made, or seduo be made to the owner thereof, as soon adatinages
shall be assessed by a jury, who shall not takedansideration any advantages that may resukitb@vner
on account of the improvement for which it is taken

The general assembly, however, may pass laws pemgnthe owners of lands to construct drains, @ich
and levees for agricultural, sanitary or mining pmses across the lands of others, and provide hier t
organization of drainage districts, vest the prapghorities with power to construct and maintaweles, drains
and ditches and to keep in repair all drains, @cland levees heretofore constructed under the dévhe
state, by special assessments upon the propergfiteehthereby. The general assembly may provideatw
for the condemnation of such real estate as slealdressary for the construction and maintenanciai
drains, ditches and levees, and prescribe the methmaking such condemnationagraph 2 added 1908, Amendn{es]



Imprisonment for debt. SEC. 19. No person shall be imprisoned for @elatny civil action, on mesne or
final process, unless in case of fraud; and nogmestall be imprisoned for a militia fine in timepeace.

Right of assemblage - petition.SEC. 20. The people have the right freely temdde together to counsel
for the common good; to make known their opiniomgheir representatives and to petition for a reslref
grievances.

Attainder - ex post facto law - obligation of contact. SEC. 21. No bill of attainder, ex post facto Jaw

law impairing the obligation of contracts, shaleebe passed.
Referred to in $2E.11 16.20f the Code

Resident aliens. SEC. 22. Foreigners who are, or may hereafteorbe residents of this state, shall enjoy
the same rights in respect to the possession, m@otyand descent of property, as native born cisize

Slavery - penal servitude. SEC. 23. There shall be no slavery in this stade shall there be involuntary
servitude, unless for the punishment of crime.

Agricultural leases. SEC. 24. No lease or grant of agricultural larrdserving any rent, or service of any

kind, shall be valid for a longer period than tweyears.
Referred to in 861A.250f the Code

Rights reserved. SEC. 25. This enumeration of rights shall notcbastrued to impair or deny others,
retained by the people.

ARTICLE II.
RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE.

Electors. SEC. 1. Every citizen of the United States & #ge of twenty-one years, who shall have been a
resident of this state for such period of time laallsoe provided by law and of the county in whiah claims
his vote for such period of time as shall be predidy law, shall be entitled to vote at all elessiavhich are
now or hereafter may be authorized by law. Theegdrassembly may provide by law for different pds of
residence in order to vote for various officerdroorder to vote in various elections. The reqdiiperiods of

residence shall not exceed six months in this stadesixty days in the county.
Repealed and rewritten 1970, Amendn[80]
See United States Constitution, Amendments 19 &énd 2

Privileged from arrest. SEC. 2. Electors shall, in all cases excepstieafelony, or breach of the peace, be
privileged from arrest on the days of election,inlgitheir attendance at such election, going to ratairning
therefrom.

From military duty. SEC. 3. No elector shall be obliged to perforilitany duty on the day of election,
except in time of war, or public danger.

Persons in military service. SEC. 4. No person in the military, naval, or marservice of the United States
shall be considered a resident of this state biygosiationed in any garrison, barrack, or militaryhaval place,
or station within this state.

Disqualified persons. SEC. 5. A person adjudged mentally incompet@nrbte or a person convicted of any

infamous crime shall not be entitled to the prigdeof an elector.
Repealed and rewritten 2008, Amendnidi

Ballot. SEC. 6. All elections by the people shall bebbifot.

General election. SEC. 7. The general election for state, distdounty and township officers in the year
1916 shall be held in the same month and on the skay as that fixed by the laws of the United Stébe the
election of presidential electors, or of presidant vice-president of the United States; and tliereauch

election shall be held at such time as the gemess#mbly may by law provide.
Repealed and rewritten 1916, Amendnia#d{
For statutory provisions, se8%1of the Code



ARTICLE III.
OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS.

Departments of government. SECTION 1. The powers of the government of Iskall be divided into
three separate departments - the legislative, xXeeutive, and the judicial: and no person changét the
exercise of powers properly belonging to one os¢hdepartments shall exercise any function appértaio
either of the others, except in cases hereinatigressly directed or permitted.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

General assembly.SECTION 1. The legislative authority of thiststghall be vested in a general assembly,
which shall consist of a senate and house of reptasves: and the style of every law shall bBe It enacted
by the General Assembly of the State of lowa."

Annual sessions of general assembly - special sessi SEC. 2. The general assembly shall meet in@essi
on the second Monday of January of each year. Wgdten request to the presiding officer of eaduse of
the general assembly by two-thirds of the membkesoh house, the general assembly shall convesgeirial

session. The governor of the state may convengeheral assembly by proclamation in the interim.
Repealed and rewritten 1974, Amendn|86{
Special sessions, see also codified lowa Constitpéirt. 1V, 811

Representatives. SEC. 3. The members of the house of represeasasihall be chosen every second year,
by the qualified electors of their respective diss; [* * *] * and their term of office shall commence on the
first day of January next after their election, aaatinue two years, and until their successorselreted and
gualified.

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or @tsplhave been omitted from this codified lowa Gitutson. See original
Constitution for omitted language.

For provisions relative to the time of holding theneral election, see codified lowa Constitutiart, I, §7; see also 39.1of the
Code

Qualifications. SEC. 4. No person shall be a member of the hotisepresentatives who shall not have
attained the age of twenty-one years, be a citidghe United States, and shall have been an itdrathof this
state one year next preceding his election, anldeatime of his election shall have had an actesidence of

sixty days in the county, or district he may haeeibchosen to represent.
Amended 1880, Amendmef@] and 1926, Amendmefit5]

Senators - qualifications. SEC. 5. Senators shall be chosen for the terfouwrfyears, at the same time and
place as representatives; they shall be twentyyfeags of age, and possess the qualificationspoésentatives
as to residence and citizenship.

Senators - number and classification.SEC. 6. The number of senators shall total natenthan one-half
the membership of the house of representativesat8es shall be classified so that as nearly asilplesone-

half of the members of the senate shall be elemtedy two years.
Repealed and rewritten 1968, Amendn26{
See also codified lowa Constitutiofrt. Ill, 8§34
Referred to in 42.4 of the Code

Officers - elections determined. SEC. 7. Each house shall choose its own officensl judge of the
gualification, election, and return of its own meardd A contested election shall be determinediat snanner
as shall be directed by law.

Quorum. SEC. 8. A majority of each house shall constitatquorum to transact business; but a smaller
number may adjourn from day to day, and may cortipeklttendance of absent members in such manner and
under such penalties as each house may provide.

Authority of the houses. SEC. 9. Each house shall sit upon its own adjoents, keep a journal of its
proceedings, and publish the same; determineligs af proceedings, punish members for disordezlyalior,
and, with the consent of two thirds, expel a membet not a second time for the same offense; hatl Bave
all other powers necessary for a branch of thergéassembly of a free and independent state.

Protest - record of vote. SEC. 10. Every member of the general assemlally Bave the liberty to dissent
from, or protest against any act or resolution WHie may think injurious to the public, or an indival, and



have the reasons for his dissent entered on thiegts) and the yeas and nays of the members drditbuse,
on any question, shall, at the desire of any twenbme's present, be entered on the journals.

Privileged from arrest. SEC. 11. Senators and representatives, in sdisc@xcept treason, felony, or breach
of the peace, shall be privileged from arrest dytime session of the general assembly, and in goirand
returning from the same.

Vacancies. SEC. 12. When vacancies occur in either house,gbvernor or the person exercising the
functions of governor, shall issue writs of elentto fill such vacancies.

Doors open. SEC. 13. The doors of each house shall be @®ept on such occasions, as, in the opinion of
the house, may require secrecy.

Adjournments. SEC. 14. Neither house shall, without the conséthe other, adjourn for more than three
days, nor to any other place than that in whicly thay be sitting.

Referred to in 8.1 of the Code

Bills. SEC. 15. Bills may originate in either houseq amay be amended, altered, or rejected by the ;other
and every bill having passed both houses, shakitmeed by the speaker and president of their réispec
houses.

Executive approval - veto - item veto by governor.SEC. 16. Every bill which shall have passed the
general assembly, shall, before it becomes a lawgrbesented to the governor. If he approve, hi siga it;
but if not, he shall return it with his objections,the house in which it originated, which shaitex the same
upon their journal, and proceed to reconsidef,igfter such reconsideration, it again pass botlshs, by yeas
and nays, by a majority of two thirds of the menshafreach house, it shall become a law, notwitlistanthe
governor's objections. If any bill shall not beureed within three days after it shall have beessgnted to
him, Sunday excepted, the same shall be a lawka manner as if he had signed it, unless the gknera
assembly, by adjournment, prevent such return. Bithygubmitted to the governor for his approvatidg the
last three days of a session of the general asgestidll be deposited by him in the office of tleeretary of
state, within thirty days after the adjournmentfwvhis approval, if approved by him, and with higextions, if
he disapproves thereof.

The governor may approve appropriation bills in ighor in part, and may disapprove any item of an
appropriation bill; and the part approved shalldiee a law. Any item of an appropriation bill dipapved by
the governor shall be returned, with his objectiadnghe house in which it originated, or shalldeposited by
him in the office of the secretary of state in tase of an appropriation bill submitted to the gowe for his
approval during the last three days of a sessidhefjeneral assembly, and the procedure in eashstall be
the same as provided for other bills. Any suchmitef an appropriation bill may be enacted into law

notwithstanding the governor's objections, in theme manner as provided for other bills.
Paragraph 2 added 1968, Amendni@i]
Statutory provisions, 34, 3.5 of the Code Referred to irBF of the Code

Passage of bills.SEC. 17. No bill shall be passed unless by ssera of a majority of all the members
elected to each branch of the general assembly,tladjuestion upon the final passage shall be taken

immediately upon its last reading, and the yeasrayd entered on the journal.
Referred to in 8.7 of the Code

Receipts and expenditures.SEC. 18. An accurate statement of the receipdsexpenditures of the public

money shall be attached to and published withdts | at every regular session of the general adgemb
Statutory provisions,ZB.104) of the Code

Impeachment. SEC. 19. The house of representatives shall Haveole power of impeachment, and all
impeachments shall be tried by the senate. Whéngsfor that purpose, the senators shall be upath or

affirmation; and no person shall be convicted withthe concurrence of two thirds of the memberseqare
Referred to in codified lowa Constitutiofrt. V, 819

Officers subject to impeachment - judgment. SEC. 20. The governor, judges of the supremedsstdct
courts, and other state officers, shall be liabléripeachment for any misdemeanor or malfeasancéioe;
but judgment in such cases shall extend only tcoxainfrom office, and disqualification to hold aoifice of
honor, trust, or profit, under this state; but thearty convicted or acquitted shall neverthelesdiddgde to
indictment, trial, and punishment, according to.lafl other civil officers shall be tried for mistheanors and

malfeasance in office, in such manner as the geassambly may provide.
Referred to in codified lowa ConstitutioArt. V, §19



Members not appointed to office. SEC. 21. No senator or representative shalindguhe time for which he
shall have been elected, be appointed to anyadaifide of profit under this state, which shall haween created,
or the emoluments of which shall have been incekdseing such term, except such offices as mayllee by
elections by the people.

Disqualification. SEC. 22. No person holding any lucrative officeler the United States, or this state, or
any other power, shall be eligible to hold a sedhe general assembly; but offices in the miltiawhich there
is attached no annual salary, or the office ofigesof the peace, or postmaster whose compensdties not
exceed one hundred dollars per annum, or notarlycpsball not be deemed lucrative.

Failure to account. SEC. 23. No person who may hereafter be a ¢oHex holder of public monies, shall
have a seat in either house of the general assemble eligible to hold any office of trust or fitan this
state, until he shall have accounted for and pdamthe treasury all sums for which he may be &abl

Appropriations. SEC. 24. No money shall be drawn from the trgabut in consequence of appropriations
made by law.

Compensation and expenses of general assembI$EC. 25. Each member of the general assembly sha
receive such compensation and allowances for ergess shall be fixed by law but no general assestidj
have the power to increase compensation and alloegaeffective prior to the convening of the nextegal

assembly following the session in which any incesiasadopted.
Repealed and rewritten 1968, Amendn28]
Statutory provisions,Z10through2.14 of the Code

Time laws to take effect. SEC. 26. An act of the general assembly pastsadegular session of a general
assembly shall take effect on July 1 followingptssage unless a different effective date is siatad act of
the general assembly. An act passed at a spessibs of a general assembly shall take effectyheys after
adjournment of the special session unless a diffeztfective date is stated in an act of the gdrassembly.
The general assembly may establish by law a praoeedu giving notice of the contents of acts of ietrate
importance which become law.

Amended 1966, Amendmef23], and repealed and rewritten 1986, Amendnjk0i
Supplementary provisions3§ et seq. of the Code

Divorce. SEC. 27. No divorce shall be granted by the gdrassembly.

Lotteries. SEC. 28.
Repealed 1972, AmendmdBt]

Acts - one subject - expressed in title SEC. 29. Every act shall embrace but one subguw matters
properly connected therewith; which subject shalkkpressed in the title. But if any subject shalembraced
in an act which shall not be expressed in the, stleh act shall be void only as to so much theasa$hall not
be expressed in the title.

Local or special laws - general and uniform - boundries of counties. SEC. 30. The general assembly
shall not pass local or special laws in the follogvcases:

For the assessment and collection of taxes fog,statinty, or road purposes;

For laying out, opening, and working roads or higke;

For changing the names of persons;

For the incorporation of cities and towns;

For vacating roads, town plats, streets, alleyputic squares;

For locating or changing county seats.

In all the cases above enumerated, and in all athszs where a general law can be made applicblayws
shall be general, and of uniform operation througtibe state; and no law changing the boundarg lofeany
county shall have effect until upon being submittedhe people of the counties affected by the ghaat a

general election, it shall be approved by a majaitthe votes in each county, cast for and agdinst
Laws uniform, see codified lowa Constitutidrt. |, 86

Extra compensation - payment of claims - appropriabns for local or private purposes. SEC. 31. No
extra compensation shall be made to any officeblipwagent, or contractor, after the service shalle been
rendered, or the contract entered into; nor, i@/l money be paid on any claim, the subject malftevhich
shall not have been provided for by preexistingslaand no public money or property shall be appatga for
local, or private purposes, unless such approprigtompensation, or claim, be allowed by two thiad the
members elected to each branch of the general Gsene 8.140f the Code



Oath of members. SEC. 32. Members of the general assembly shalbre they enter upon the duties of
their respective offices, take and subscribe tileviing oath or affirmation: "I do solemnly swean, affirm,
(as the case may be,) that | will support the Guurigin of the United States, and the Constitutbdrihe State
of lowa, and that | will faithfully discharge theuties of senator, (or representative, as the cease le,)
according to the best of my ability.” And membefsh@ general assembly are hereby empowered tonester
to each other the said oath or affirmation.

Census. SEC. 33.
Repealed 1936, Amendmeif7]

Senate and house of representatives - limitationSEC. 34. The senate shall be composed of nat than
fifty and the house of representatives of not mb@n one hundred members. Senators and repregestat
shall be elected from districts established by laksach district so established shall be of comzaut
contiguous territory. The state shall be appogdmto senatorial and representative districtshenbasis of
population. The general assembly may provide yfta factors in addition to population, not in ¢let with
the Constitution of the United States, which maycbasidered in the apportioning of senatorial ditdr No
law so adopted shall permit the establishment nateial districts whereby a majority of the mensbef the
senate shall represent less than forty percertiteopbpulation of the state as shown by the mosinteldnited

States decennial census.
Repealed and rewritten 1968, Amendn{26]
See also codified lowa Constitutiofrt. I, §6, 39

Senators and representatives - number and districtsSEC. 35. The general assembly shall in 197lirand
each year immediately following the United Statesehnial census determine the number of senatats an
representatives to be elected to the general asg@mt) establish senatorial and representativeicist The
general assembly shall complete the apportionmepot po September 1 of the year so required. # th
apportionment fails to become law prior to Septenifieof such year, the supreme court shall caussttie to
be apportioned into senatorial and representatisteicts to comply with the requirements of the sition
prior to December 31 of such year. The reapparigprauthority shall, where necessary in establghin
senatorial districts, shorten the term of any san@atior to completion of the term. Any senatorosé term is

so terminated shall not be compensated for theraptaied part of the term.
Repealed and rewritten 1968, Amendn|26]
Referred to in 49.3of the Code

Review by supreme court. SEC. 36. Upon verified application by any quatifelector, the supreme court
shall review an apportionment plan adopted by #meegal assembly which has been enacted into ldwul®
the supreme court determine such plan does notlgomiih the requirements of the constitution, tloeid shall
within ninety days adopt or cause to be adoptedpportionment plan which shall so comply. The sop
court shall have original jurisdiction of all lisgjon questioning the apportionment of the genasaembly or

any apportionment plan adopted by the general ddgem
Repealed and rewritten 1968, Amendn{26i

Congressional districts. SEC. 37. When a congressional district is coragad two or more counties it
shall not be entirely separated by a county belango another district and no county shall be dididn

forming a congressional district.
Repealed and rewritten 1968, Amendn26{
Referred to in 82.4of the Code

Elections by general assemblySEC. 38. In all elections by the general assgntbé members thereof shall
vote viva voce and the votes shall be entered efotirnal.

Municipal home rule. SEC. 38A. Municipal corporations are granted aawnide power and authority, not
inconsistent with the laws of the general assentblgletermine their local affairs and governmertept that
they shall not have power to levy any tax unleggessly authorized by the general assembly.

The rule or proposition of law that a municipal paration possesses and can exercise only thoserpowe
granted in express words is not a part of the Iathie state.

Added 1968, Amendmefi25]

Legislative districts. SEC. 39. In establishing senatorial and reptesige districts, the state shall be
divided into as many senatorial districts as treme members of the senate and into as many repaéisen



districts as there are members of the house oéseptatives. One senator shall be elected from sa@@torial

district and one representative shall be electath feach representative district.
Added 1970, Amendmef29]

Counties home rule. SEC. 39A. Counties or joint county-municipal pmration governments are granted
home rule power and authority, not inconsistenhvilite laws of the general assembly, to determiag tbcal
affairs and government, except that they shallhaot power to levy any tax unless expressly autbdrby the
general assembly. The general assembly may prémidbe creation and dissolution of joint countysmicipal
corporation governments. The general assembly pnayide for the establishment of charters in coumty
joint-municipal corporation governments.

If the power or authority of a county conflicts tithe power and authority of a municipal corponatithe
power and authority exercised by a municipal caxpon shall prevail within its jurisdiction.

The proposition or rule of law that a county omjocounty-municipal corporation government possessel

can exercise only those powers granted in expresdsas not a part of the law of this state.
Added 1978, Amendmefi37]

Nullification of administrative rules. SEC. 40. The general assembly may nullify an psatb
administrative rule of a state agency by the passé@ resolution by a majority of all of the memshef each

house of the general assembly.
Added 1984, Amendmef38]
Referred to in 8.6, 17A.6 of the Code

ARTICLE IV.
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

Governor. SECTION 1. The supreme executive power of thasesshall be vested in a chief magistrate,
who shall be styled the governor of the state wfao

Election and term. SEC. 2. The governor and the lieutenant govestall be elected by the qualified
electors at the time and place of voting for memluéithe general assembly. Each of them shall bffice for

four years from the time of installation in offie@d until a successor is elected and qualifies.
Repealed and rewritten 1988, Amendnddf

Governor and lieutenant governor elected jointly -returns of elections. SEC. 3. The electors shall
designate their selections for governor and lieatémgovernor as if these two offices were one &edsame.
The names of nominees for the governor and théele@unt governor shall be grouped together in adhe
ballot according to which nominee for governor egling office with which nominee for lieutenant gavor,
as prescribed by law. An elector shall cast omlg wote for both a nominee for governor and a nemifor
lieutenant governor. The returns of every elecfimngovernor and lieutenant governor shall be extand
transmitted to the seat of government of the statd, directed to the speaker of the house of reptatves

who shall open and publish them in the presend®tif houses of the general assembly.
Repealed and rewritten 1988, Amendndif
For statutory provisions, se&&350f the Code

Election by general assembly in case of tie - suss#on by lieutenant governor. SEC. 4. The nominees
for governor and lieutenant governor jointly havihg highest number of votes cast for them shatdagared
duly elected. If two or more sets of nominees dorvernor and lieutenant governor have an equalthad
highest number of votes for the offices jointlye theneral assembly shall by joint vote proceedscas as is
possible, to elect one set of nominees for goveamat lieutenant governor. If, upon the completioynthe
general assembly of the canvass of votes for goveand lieutenant governor, it appears that theineenfor
governor in the set of nominees for governor aedténant governor receiving the highest numbeiotés/has
since died or resigned, is unable to qualify, fadsqualify, or is for any other reason unable $suame the
duties of the office of governor for the ensuingrtethe powers and duties shall devolve to the nemifor
lieutenant governor of the same set of nomineegdwernor and lieutenant governor, who shall asstiree
powers and duties of governor upon inauguration @mid the disability is removed. If both nhomineks
governor and lieutenant governor are unable torasghe duties of the office of governor, the persext in

succession shall act as governor.
Repealed and rewritten 1988, Amendnddf



Contested elections.SEC. 5. Contested elections for the officesaMegnor and lieutenant governor shall be

determined by the general assembly as prescribéainby
Repealed and rewritten 1988, Amendnddf
For statutory provisions, see cha&rof the Code

Eligibility. SEC. 6. No person shall be eligible to the effad governor, or lieutenant governor, who shall
not have been a citizen of the United States, arekident of the state, two years next precediegetaction,
and attained the age of thirty years at the timsaad election.

Commander in chief. SEC. 7. The governor shall be commander in dfi¢fie militia, the army, and navy
of this state.

Duties of governor. SEC. 8. He shall transact all executive busing#is the officers of government, civil
and military, and may require information in wrgirfirom the officers of the executive departmentrupoy

subject relating to the duties of their respectiffees.
Duty as to state accountsGA.8 of the Code

Execution of laws. SEC. 9. He shall take care that the laws atbftdiy executed.

Vacancies. SEC. 10. When any office shall, from any cabseome vacant, and no mode is provided by the
constitution and laws for filling such vacancy, thevernor shall have power to fill such vacancygbgnting a
commission, which shall expire at the end of thet session of the general assembly, or at the glektion by
the people.

Convening general assemblySEC. 11. He may, on extraordinary occasionsyeo® the general assembly
by proclamation, and shall state to both housegnwdssembled, the purpose for which they shall baes

convened.
See also codified lowa Constitutiofrt. 11, §2

Message.SEC. 12. He shall communicate, by messageetgeéheral assembly, at every regular session, the
condition of the state, and recommend such madterse shall deem expedient.

Adjournment. SEC. 13. In case of disagreement between thehtwses with respect to the time of
adjournment, the governor shall have power to adjdhe general assembly to such time as he max thin
proper; but no such adjournment shall be beyondtithe fixed for the regular meeting of the next g
assembly.

Disqualification. SEC. 14. No persons shall, while holding anyceffunder the authority of the United
States, or this state, execute the office of gaweror lieutenant governor, except as hereinafigreassly
provided.

Terms - compensation. SEC. 15. The official terms of the governor ameltenant governor shall
commence on the Tuesday after the second Mondagmfary next after their election and shall comstinntil
their successors are elected and qualify. Thergoveand lieutenant governor shall be paid compersand
expenses as provided by law. The lieutenant govewhile acting as governor, shall be paid the pensation

and expenses prescribed for the governor.
Repealed and rewritten 1988, Amendnd2{

Pardons - reprieves - commutations. SEC. 16. The governor shall have power to graptrieves,
commutations and pardons, after conviction, foro#fiknces except treason and cases of impeachsw)éct
to such regulations as may be provided by law. Aganviction for treason, he shall have power t&psad the
execution of the sentence until the case shaleperted to the general assembly at its next meetthgn the
general assembly shall either grant a pardon, cdmitie sentence, direct the execution of the seateor
grant a further reprieve. He shall have poweretoit fines and forfeitures, under such regulatiagsnay be
prescribed by law; and shall report to the genassdembly, at its next meeting, each case of regriev
commutation, or pardon granted, and the reasomeftiieand also all persons in whose favor remrssiofines
and forfeitures shall have been made, and the alearounts remitted.

Lieutenant governor to act as governor.SEC. 17. In case of the death, impeachmengnason, removal
from office, or other disability of the governonetpowers and duties of the office for the residiune term, or
until he shall be acquitted, or the disability reqad, shall devolve upon the lieutenant governor.

Referred to in .14 of the Code

Duties of lieutenant governor. SEC. 18. The lieutenant governor shall havedtitees provided by law and
those duties of the governor assigned to the Ineutegovernor by the governor.

Repealed and rewritten 1988, Amendnd2{



Succession to office of governor and lieutenant gesnor. SEC. 19. If there be a vacancy in the office of
the governor and the lieutenant governor shall égson of death, impeachment, resignation, remawvat f
office, or other disability become incapable offpamning the duties pertaining to the office of gowar, the
president of the senate shall act as governor thilvacancy is filled or the disability removeddaif the
president of the senate, for any of the above cagball be incapable of performing the dutiesaeirig to the
office of governor the same shall devolve upongbeaker of the house of representatives; and gpleaker of
the house of representatives, for any of the almaweses, shall be incapable of performing the dufethe
office of governor, the justices of the supremertshall convene the general assembly by proclamatnd
the general assembly shall organize by the electianpresident by the senate and a speaker blyahse of
representatives. The general assembly shall thereimmediately proceed to the election of a goveand

lieutenant governor in joint convention.
Repealed and rewritten 1988, Amendnd2{
Referred to in 8.142) of the Code

Seal of state. SEC. 20. There shall be a seal of this staté;iw$hall be kept by the governor, and used by
him officially, and shall be called the Great Sefaihe State of lowa.

See chaptetA of the Code for a description of the great sedabofa

Grants and commissions.SEC. 21. All grants and commissions shall biéaéaname and by the authority of
the people of the state of lowa, sealed with tleaigseal of the state, signed by the governorcandtersigned
by the secretary of state.

Secretary - auditor - treasurer. SEC. 22. A secretary of state, an auditor aiestend a treasurer of state
shall be elected by the qualified electors at traestime that the governor is elected and for a&year term
commencing on the first day of January next afteirtelection, and they shall perform such dutesnay be

provided by law.
Repealed and rewritten 1972, Amendn|82{

ARTICLE V.
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Courts. SECTION 1. The judicial power shall be vestediisaupreme court, district courts, and such other

courts, inferior to the supreme court, as the gdresembly may, from time to time, establish.
Court of appeals, se®@2.51010f the Code

Supreme court. SEC. 2. The supreme court shall consist of thudges, two of whom shall constitute a

guorum to hold court.
But see codified lowa Constitution, this Arrt. V, 810, see also 802.4101of the Code

Election of judges - term. SEC. 3.

Repealed 1962, Amendmeatl]

Jurisdiction of supreme court. SEC. 4. The supreme court shall have appellasigdjction only in cases in
chancery, and shall constitute a court for theemtion of errors at law, under such restrictionsh@sgeneral
assembly may, by law, prescribe; and shall haveepdavissue all writs and process necessary tasgastice
to parties, and shall exercise a supervisory amdirastrative control over all inferior judicial bunals

throughout the state.
Amended 1962, Amendmef21]
See ©02.4102602.4201602.4202624.20f the Code

District court and judge. SEC. 5.
Repealed 1962, Amendmd@il]

Jurisdiction of district court. SEC. 6. The district court shall be a courta land equity, which shall be
distinct and separate jurisdictions, and have giiston in civil and criminal matters arising inefin respective

districts, in such manner as shall be prescribeldy
Statutory provision, 802.6101of the Code

Conservators of the peace.SEC. 7. The judges of the supreme and distaatts shall be conservators of
the peace throughout the state.

Style of process.SEC. 8. The style of all process shall be, "Stegte of lowa", and all prosecutions shall be
conducted in the name and by the authority of &émees

Salaries. SEC. 9Repealed 1962, Amendmdad]



Judicial districts. SEC. 10. [* **}F The general assembly may reorganize the judigsaticts and increase
or diminish the number of districts, or the numbgjudges of the said court, and may increase theber of
judges of the supreme court; but such increasénandtion shall not be more than one district, nbegudge of
either court, at any one session; and no reorgamizaf the districts, or diminution of the numbsfrjudges,
shall have the effect of removing a judge froma#fi Such reorganization of the districts, or amgnge in the
boundaries thereof, or increase or diminution & ttumber of judges, shall take place every foumrsyea
thereafter, if necessary, and at no other time.

At any regular session of the general assemblgtéite may be divided into the necessary judicstridts for
district court purposes, or the said districts rhayeorganized and the number of the districtsthagudges of
said courts increased or diminished; but no readrgdéion of the districts or diminution of the judgshall have

the effect of removing a judge from office.

Paragraph 2 added 1884, Amendn{8ft Much of paragraph 1 apparently superseded bggpaph 2

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or a@tsplhave been omitted from this codified lowa Gitutgon. See original
Constitution for omitted language.

Judges - when chosenSEC. 11.

Repealed 1962, Amendme@tl]

Attorney general. SEC. 12. The general assembly shall providelaly for the election of an attorney

general by the people, whose term of office shalldur years, and until his successor is electedqjaalifies.
Repealed and rewritten 1972, Amendn|82{

District attorney. SEC. 13.
Repealed 1970, Amendmdil]

System of court practice. SEC. 14. It shall be the duty of the generatadsy to provide for the carrying

into effect of this article, and to provide for angral system of practice in all the courts of Htge.
For provisions relative to the grand jury, see fiedilowa ConstitutionArt. I, §11

Vacancies in courts. SEC. 15. Vacancies in the supreme court andidistourt shall be filled by
appointment by the governor from lists of nominemfmitted by the appropriate judicial nominating
commission. Three nominees shall be submitteceémh supreme court vacancy, and two nominees lshall
submitted for each district court vacancy. If gwvernor fails for thirty days to make the appoiety it shall

be made from such nominees by the chief justide@Eupreme court.
Added 1962, Amendmefi21]
For statutory provisions, sed@&14and46.150f the Code

State and district nominating commissions. SEC. 16. There shall be a state judicial nommgat
commission. Such commission shall make nominattorfill vacancies in the supreme court. Untilyddl
1973, and thereafter unless otherwise providedadwy, the state judicial nominating commission skl
composed and selected as follows: There shalbbéss than three nor more than eight appointieenbers,
as provided by law, and an equal number of eleatiambers on such commission, all of whom shall be
electors of the state. The appointive memberd bbeappointed by the governor subject to confiramaby the
senate. The elective members shall be electedebgesident members of the bar of the state. thgej of the
supreme court who is senior in length of servicesard court, other than the chief justice, shadbdbe a
member of such commission and shall be its chairman

There shall be a district judicial nominating coragion in each judicial district of the state. Such
commissions shall make nominations to fill vacasdrethe district court within their respectivetdigs. Until
July 4, 1973, and thereafter unless otherwise geaby law, district judicial nominating commisssoshall be
composed and selected as follows: There shalbbé&ags than three nor more than six appointive begs) as
provided by law, and an equal number of electiventvers on each such commission, all of whom shall be
electors of the district. The appointive membédrallsbe appointed by the governor. The electivenimers
shall be elected by the resident members of theob#ne district. The district judge of such distrwho is
senior in length of service shall also be a menadbsuch commission and shall be its chairman.

Due consideration shall be given to area repregentan the appointment and election of judiciahminating
commission members. Appointive and elective mesmiloérjudicial nominating commissions shall serve fo
six-year terms, shall be ineligible for a secondygar term on the same commission, shall hold ffioeoof
profit of the United States or of the state durthgir terms, shall be chosen without reference dtlitigal



affiliation, and shall have such other qualificagoas may be prescribed by law. As near as mathéderms

of one-third of such members shall expire every years.
Added 1962, Amendmef21]

Terms - judicial elections. SEC. 17. Members of all courts shall have sedure in office as may be fixed
by law, but terms of supreme court judges shalhteless than eight years and terms of districrtcimglges
shall be not less than six years. Judges shaleder one year after appointment and until thetfaay of
January following the next judicial election aftére expiration of such year. They shall at sudticjal
election stand for retention in office on a sepatallot which shall submit the question of whethech judge
shall be retained in office for the tenure presadlilior such office and when such tenure is a tdryears, on
their request, they shall, at the judicial electi@xt before the end of each term, stand agaimetention on
such ballot. Present supreme court and distristtgadges, at the expiration of their respectierts, may be
retained in office in like manner for the tenuregaribed for such office. The general assemblil phescribe

the time for holding judicial elections.
Added 1962, Amendmef21]

Salaries - qualifications - retirement. SEC. 18. Judges of the supreme court and distiat shall receive
salaries from the state, shall be members of th@tbthe state and shall have such other qualiboatas may
be prescribed by law. Judges of the supreme emardistrict court shall be ineligible to any otlodfice of the
state while serving on said court and for two yeheseafter, except that district judges shall lgilde to the
office of supreme court judge. Other judicial offis shall be selected in such manner and shafl kagh
tenure, compensation and other qualification as bwyixed by law. The general assembly shall pilesc
mandatory retirement for judges of the supremetcand district court at a specified age and shallide for
adequate retirement compensation. Retired judgsshbe subject to special assignment to temporafigipl

duties by the supreme court, as provided by law.
Added 1962, Amendmef21]

Retirement and discipline of judges. SEC. 19. In addition to the legislative powerimijpeachment of
judges as set forth iarticle three (1), sections nineteen (I&)dtwenty (20)of the constitution, the supreme
court shall have power to retire judges for disgb#énd to discipline or remove them for good caugeon
application by a commission on judicial qualificats. The general assembly shall provide by lawtlier

implementation of this section.
Added 1972, Amendmefi33]

ARTICLE VI.
MILITIA.

Composition - training. SECTION 1. The militia of this state shall bemgmsed of all able-bodied male
citizens, between the ages of eighteen and fovlyyfears, except such as are or may hereafterdrapbby the
laws of the United States, or of this state, aralldbe armed, equipped, and trained, as the geassa@mbly

may provide by law.
Amended 1868, Amendmeft]

Exemption. SEC. 2. No person or persons conscientiouslypstous of bearing arms shall be compelled to
do military duty in time of peace: Provided, tlsaich person or persons shall pay an equivalensudoh
exemption in the same manner as other citizens.

Officers. SEC. 3. All commissioned officers of the miljti@taff officers excepted,) shall be elected kg th
persons liable to perform military duty, and shedlcommissioned by the governor.



ARTICLE VII.
STATE DEBTS.

Credit not to be loaned. SECTION 1. The credit of the state shall notamy manner, be given or loaned to,
or in aid of, any individual, association, or corgiion; and the state shall never assume, or becespensible
for, the debts or liabilities of any individual,sagiation, or corporation, unless incurred in tiofievar for the
benefit of the state.

Limitation. SEC. 2. The state may contract debts to sugdyal deficits or failures in revenues, or to meet
expenses not otherwise provided for; but the aggeegmount of such debts, direct and contingengthan
contracted by virtue of one or more acts of theeganassembly, or at different periods of time,lishaver
exceed the sum of two hundred and fifty thousanthidp and the money arising from the creation wihs
debts, shall be applied to the purpose for whickas obtained, or to repay the debts so contraetadito no
other purpose whatever.

Losses to school fundsSEC. 3. All losses to the permanent, schooyraversity fund of this state, which
shall have been occasioned by the defalcation, emagement or fraud of the agents or officers cdimgoand
managing the same, shall be audited by the prajghioaties of the state. The amount so audited &leaa
permanent funded debt against the state, in favttreorespective fund, sustaining the loss, upoithvhot less
than six per cent. annual interest shall be paige amount of liability so created shall not berded as a part
of the indebtedness authorized by the second seatithis article.

War debts. SEC. 4. In addition to the above limited powecontract debts, the state may contract debts to
repel invasion, suppress insurrection, or defered dtate in war; but the money arising from the sledut
contracted shall be applied to the purpose for Wwhiocvas raised, or to repay such debts, and tmther
purpose whatever.

Contracting debt - submission to the people.SEC. 5. Except the debts herein before specifiethis
article, no debt shall be hereafter contractedobyyn behalf of this state, unless such debt steakuthorized
by some law for some single work or object, to sinlctly specified therein; and such law shall osp and
provide for the collection of a direct annual taxfficient to pay the interest on such debt, dalis due, and
also to pay and discharge the principal of sucht,delthin twenty years from the time of the contiag
thereof; but no such law shall take effect untibajeneral election it shall have been submitteithéopeople,
and have received a majority of all the votes éastind against it at such election; and all moragged by
authority of such law, shall be applied only to #pecific object therein stated, or to the paynadrthe debt
created thereby; and such law shall be publisheat Ieast one newspaper in each county, if onellidighed

therein, throughout the state, for three monthsgqaimg the election at which it is submitted to pleeple.
For statutory provisions, sed®A.1to 49A.9 of the Code

Legislature may repeal. SEC. 6. The legislature may, at any time, atter approval of such law by the
people, if no debt shall have been contracted isyance thereof, repeal the same; and may, airaryforbid
the contracting of any further debt, or liabilitynder such law; but the tax imposed by such lavpraportion
to the debt or liability, which may have been caated in pursuance thereof, shall remain in fome lbe
irrepealable, and be annually collected, untilghiacipal and interest are fully paid.

Tax imposed distinctly stated. SEC. 7. Every law which imposes, continues, erives a tax, shall
distinctly state the tax, and the object to whiclsito be applied; and it shall not be sufficitmtrefer to any
other law to fix such tax or object.

Motor vehicle fees and fuel taxes.SEC. 8. All motor vehicle registration fees alldlicenses and excise
taxes on motor vehicle fuel, except cost of adnrai®n, shall be used exclusively for the consioug
maintenance and supervision of the public highweydusively within the state or for the paymentbohds

issued or to be issued for the construction of sud#lic highways and the payment of interest orhdaands.
Added 1942, Amendmefit8]

Fish and wildlife protection funds. SEC. 9. All revenue derived from state licersesffor hunting, fishing,
and trapping, and all state funds appropriated daod federal or private funds received by the siatethe
regulation or advancement of hunting, fishing, ocmpping, or the protection, propagation, restorgtio
management, or harvest of fish or wildlife, shalused exclusively for the performance and admatish of
activities related to those purposesded 1996, Amendme[44]



ARTICLE VIII.
CORPORATIONS.

Referred to in $2C.130f the Code

How created. SECTION 1. No corporation shall be created bgcsgd laws; but the general assembly shall
provide, by general laws, for the organization lbfcarporations hereafter to be created, excegiamsinafter
provided.

Taxation of corporations. SEC. 2. The property of all corporations fory@ary profit, shall be subject to
taxation, the same as that of individuals.

State not to be a stockholder.SEC. 3. The state shall not become a stockhatdany corporation, nor
shall it assume or pay the debt or liability of agyporation, unless incurred in time of war foe tenefit of

the state.
Referred to in 809A.120f the Code

Municipal corporations. SEC. 4. No political or municipal corporationafiibecome a stockholder in any
banking corporation, directly or indirectly.

Banking associations. SEC. 5. No act of the general assembly, autimgibr creating corporations or
associations with banking powers, nor amendmemi®th shall take effect, or in any manner be icdpuntil
the same shall have been submitted, separatetiietpeople, at a general or special election, asiged by
law, to be held not less than three months afterpassage of the act, and shall have been apptmved
majority of all the electors voting for and agaiisdt such election.

State bank. SEC. 6. Subject to the provisions of the foragosection, the general assembly may also

provide for the establishment of a state bank Wwiinches.
*Codified lowa ConstitutionArt. VIII, 86 - 11 apply to banks of issue only. See 63 lowa 11 2R0 lowa 794 and 221 lowa 102

Specie basis.SEC. 7. If a state bank be established, it dhalfounded on an actual specie basis, and the
branches shall be mutually responsible for eackrttiabilities upon all notes, bills, and othssues intended
for circulation as money.

*Codified lowa ConstitutionArt. VIII, 86 - 11 apply to banks of issue only. See 63 lowa 113 a0 lowa 794 and 221 lowa 102

General banking law. SEC. 8. If a general banking law shall be erthdteshall provide for the registry and
countersigning, by an officer of state, of all &ilor paper credit designed to circulate as moaeg, require
security to the full amount thereof, to be depabitéth the state treasurer, in United States stamks interest
paying stocks of states in good credit and standmge rated at ten per cent. below their avevadee in the
city of New York, for the thirty days next preceditheir deposit; and in case of a depreciatiomgffortion of
said stocks, to the amount of ten per cent. orddllar, the bank or banks owning such stock shalidguired
to make up said deficiency by depositing additisgtatks: and said law shall also provide for #mording of
the names of all stockholders in such corporatitms,amount of stock held by each, the time of taaysfer,

and to whont
*Codified lowa ConstitutionArt. VIII, 86 - 11 apply to banks of issue only. See 63 lowa 11 2R0 lowa 794 and 221 lowa 102

Stockholders' responsibility. SEC. 9. Every stockholder in a banking corporator institution shall be
individually responsible and liable to its credgpover and above the amount of stock by him oheét, to an
amount equal to his or her respective shares sbfbelall of its liabilities, accruing while he @he remains

such stockholder.
*Codified lowa ConstitutionArt. VIII, 86 - 11 apply to banks of issue only. See 63 lowa 11 2R0 lowa 794 and 221 lowa 102

Billholders preferred. SEC. 10. In case of the insolvency of any bamhknstitution, the billholders shall

have a preference over its other creditors.
*Codified lowa ConstitutionArt. VIII, 86 - 11 apply to banks of issue only. See 63 lowa 113 a0 lowa 794 and 221 lowa 102

Specie payments - suspensionSEC. 11. The suspension of specie payments ikirgainstitutions shall

never be permitted or sanctiored.
*Codified lowa ConstitutionArt. VIII, 86 - 11 apply to banks of issue only. See 63 lowa 11 20 lowa 794 and 221 lowa 102

Amendment or repeal of laws - exclusive privilegesSEC. 12. Subject to the provisions of this &tithe
general assembly shall have power to amend or Irefidaws for the organization or creation of corgtions,
or granting of special or exclusive privileges ormunities, by a vote of two thirds of each branéhhe

general assembly; and no exclusive privileges, @@ in this article provided, shall ever be gednt
Analogous provision,491.390f the Code




ARTICLE IX.
EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LANDS.

1ST. EDUCATION.*

** The board of education was abolished in 1864 by 188s, ch 52, 81.
For statutory provisions, see chapt2s$ and262 of the Code.

Board of education. SECTION 1. [** *J*

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or aisplhave been omitted from this codified lowa Qitutson.

Constitution for omitted language.

Eligibility. SEC. 2. [***]*

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or aisplhave been omitted from this codified lowa QGitutson.

Constitution for omitted language.
Election of members. SEC. 3. [* * *]*

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or @tsplhave been omitted from this codified lowa Qitutgon.

Constitution for omitted language.

First session. SEC. 4. [** *}*

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or aisplhave been omitted from this codified lowa QGitutson.

Constitution for omitted language.
Limitation of sessions. SEC. 5. [** *]*

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or aisplhave been omitted from this codified lowa QGitutson.

Constitution for omitted language.
Secretary. SEC. 6. [* * *J*

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or @tsplhave been omitted from this codified lowa Qitutgon.

Constitution for omitted language.

Rules and regulations. SEC. 7. [* * *J*

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or @tsplhave been omitted from this codified lowa Qitutgon.

Constitution for omitted language.
Power to legislate. SEC. 8. [* * *]*

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or aisplhave been omitted from this codified lowa Qitutson.

Constitution for omitted language.
Governor ex officio a member. SEC. 9. [* * *}*

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or @tsplhave been omitted from this codified lowa Qitutgon.

Constitution for omitted language.

Expenses.SEC. 10. [***}

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or @tsplhave been omitted from this codified lowa Qitutgon.

Constitution for omitted language.

State university. SEC. 11. [* * *}

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or aisplhave been omitted from this codified lowa Qitutson.

Constitution for omitted language.
See Laws of the Board of Education, Act 10, Decen@®e 1858, which provides for the management efdtate
board of trustees appointed by the board of edutatSee also codified lowa Constitutidwt. IX, 2nd. division, §2

Common schools.SEC. 12. [* * *}

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or aisplhave been omitted from this codified lowa QGitutson.

Constitution for omitted language.
Compensation. SEC. 13. [* * *}

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or @tsplhave been omitted from this codified lowa Qitutgon.

Constitution for omitted language.

Quorum - style of acts. SEC. 14. [* **}

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or aisplhave been omitted from this codified lowa QGitutson.

Constitution for omitted language.

See original

See original

See original

See original

See original

See original

See original

See original

See original

See original

See original

university by a

See original

See original

See original

Board may be abolished.SEC. 15. [* * *}* The general assembly shall have power to abolisearganize
said board of education, and provide for the edoat interest of the state in any other mannet thvdhem

shall seem best and progér.

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or aisplhave been omitted from this codified lowa QGitutson.

Constitution for omitted language.

See original

**The board of education was abolished in 1864 8g4LActs, ch 52, 81. For statutory provisions, Gespter256 and262 of the

Code.



2ND. SCHOOL FUNDS AND SCHOOL LANDS.

Control - management. SECTION 1. The educational and school fundslands shall be under the control
and management of the general assembly of this. stat

Permanent fund. SEC. 2. The university lands, and the procekdsebf, and all monies belonging to said
fund shall be a permanent fund for the sole udgbettate university. The interest arising from same shall
be annually appropriated for the support and benégaid university.

Perpetual support fund. SEC. 3. The general assembly shall encourageallbguitable means, the
promotion of intellectual, scientific, moral, andrizgultural improvement. The proceeds of all latist have
been, or hereafter may be, granted by the UnitateSto this state, for the support of schoolsctvinmay have
been or shall hereafter be sold, or disposed af tha five hundred thousand acres of land grarddtde new
states, under an act of congress, distributingptioeeeds of the public lands among the severatsstait the
union, approved in the year of our Lord one thodsaight hundred and forty-one, and all estatesectdsed
persons who may have died without leaving a wilheir, and also such percent as has been or magfterbe
granted by congress, on the sale of lands in tiaite,sshall be, and remain a perpetual fund, tterest of
which, together with all rents of the unsold lanasg such other means as the general assembly nonaye

shall be inviolably appropriated to the support@inmon schools throughout the state.
Referred to in 875.40f the Code

Fines - how appropriated. SEC. 4.

Repealed 1974, AmendmdB56]

Proceeds of lands.SEC. 5. The general assembly shall take measowréke protection, improvement, or
other disposition of such lands as have been, grhmeeeafter be reserved, or granted by the Unitate§ or
any person or persons, to this state, for the tifeeauniversity, and the funds accruing from tbets or sale of
such lands, or from any other source for the pwepaferesaid, shall be, and remain, a permanent, fined
interest of which shall be applied to the suppdrsad university, for the promotion of literatutbge arts and
sciences, as may be authorized by the terms of gaett. And it shall be the duty of the generaleasbly as
soon as may be, to provide effectual means foirttpgovement and permanent security of the fundsaid
university.

Agents of school funds.SEC. 6. The financial agents of the school fusiasll be the same, that by law,
receive and control the state and county revenuetfoer civil purposes, under such regulations ay e
provided by law.

Distribution. SEC. 7.
Repealed 1984, Amendm¢B9]

ARTICLE X.
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

How proposed - submission.SECTION 1. Any amendment or amendments to thissitution may be
proposed in either house of the general assembly;ifathe same shall be agreed to by a majorityhef
members elected to each of the two houses, sugoged amendment shall be entered on their jourwdls,
the yeas and nays taken thereon, and referrecettegfislature to be chosen at the next generati@ecand
shall be published, as provided by law, for thremnths previous to the time of making such choicel i in
the general assembly so next chosen as aforesait psoposed amendment or amendments shall bedaigree
by a majority of all the members elected to eactisko then it shall be the duty of the general abketo
submit such proposed amendment or amendments petpe, in such manner, and at such time as thergle
assembly shall provide; and if the people shallrayp and ratify such amendment or amendments, by a
majority of the electors qualified to vote for meenb of the general assembly, voting thereon, soemdment
or amendments shall become a part of the constitwti this state.

For statutory provisions, sed®43through49.50and49A.1through49A.11 of the Code

More than one amendment. SEC. 2. If two or more amendments shall be stibchat the same time, they
shall be submitted in such manner that the electbidl vote for or against each of such amendments
separately.



Constitutional convention. SEC. 3. At the general election to be held enytbar one thousand nine hundred
and seventy, and in each tenth year thereafter,alsmlat such times as the general assembly maigvipy
provide, the question, "Shall there be a conventmrrevise the constitution, and propose amendmoent
amendments to same?" shall be decided by the edegtalified to vote for members of the generakaddy;
and in case a majority of the electors so qualifieding at such election, for and against suclppsdion, shall
decide in favor of a convention for such purpoke,deneral assembly, at its next session, shaliqedy law
for the election of delegates to such conventio, far submitting the results of said conventiorthie people,
in such manner and at such time as the generahbfsehall provide; and if the people shall apprane ratify
such amendment or amendments, by a majority oklbetors qualified to vote for members of the geher
assembly, voting thereon, such amendment or amartdraball become a part of the constitution of stéte.

If two or more amendments shall be submitted atsdrae time, they shall be submitted in such a nraihia¢

electors may vote for or against each such amentdseparately.
Repealed and rewritten 1964, Amendn{@2]
Statutory provision, 39.4of the Code

ARTICLE XI.
MISCELLANEOUS.

Justice of peace - jurisdiction. SECTION 1. The jurisdiction of justices of thegae shall extend to all civil
cases, (except cases in chancery, and cases wieeguéstion of title to real estate may arise,) rerttbe
amount in controversy does not exceed one hundriarsl and by the consent of parties may be exend

any amount not exceeding three hundred dollars.
Nonindictable misdemeanors, jurisdiction, codifledia ConstitutionArt. I, 811
[The office of justice of peace has been abolidghe@2 Acts, ch 1124.]

Counties. SEC. 2. No new county shall be hereafter creapatiaining less than four hundred and thirty two
square miles; nor shall the territory of any orgadi county be reduced below that area; exceptdhetyg of
Worth, and the counties west of it, along the rnemthboundary of this state, may be organized withou
additional territory.

Indebtedness of political or municipal corporations SEC. 3. No county, or other political or munadip
corporation shall be allowed to become indebteéng manner, or for any purpose, to an amount, é th
aggregate, exceeding five per centum on the vdltieedaxable property within such county or cogimm - to

be ascertained by the last state and county tix fisevious to the incurring of such indebtedness.
Statutory limitation, 846.240f the Code
See 72 Acts, ch 1088

Boundaries of state. SEC. 4. The boundaries of the state may be ggdamwith the consent of congress and

the general assembly.
See boundary compromise agreements at the endlofédV/| of the Code

Oath of office. SEC. 5. Every person elected or appointed to adfige, shall, before entering upon the
duties thereof, take an oath or affirmation to supghe constitution of the United States, andhaf state, and

also an oath of office.
See 3.100f the Code

How vacancies filled. SEC. 6. In all cases of elections to fill vadascin office occurring before the
expiration of a full term, the person so electedllshold for the residue of the unexpired term; afidoersons
appointed to fill vacancies in office, shall holdtii the next general election, and until their &gsors are
elected and qualified.

Land grants located. SEC. 7. The general assembly shall not locayeoérihe public lands, which have
been, or may be granted by congress to this saaik,the location of which may be given to the gaher
assembly, upon lands actually settled, withoutdbesent of the occupant. The extent of the clairuch
occupant, so exempted, shall not exceed three bdraird twenty acres.

Seat of government established - state universitySEC. 8. The seat of government is hereby pernine
established, as now fixed by law, at the city okDoines, in the county of Polk; and the state ersity, at

lowa City, in the county of Johnson.
See 1855 Acts, ch 72



ARTICLE XII.
SCHEDULE.

Supreme law - constitutionality of acts. SECTION 1. This constitution shall be the supeeiaw of the
state, and any law inconsistent therewith, shadid. The general assembly shall pass all laveessary to
carry this constitution into effect.

Laws in force. SEC. 2. All laws now in force and not inconsnstevith this constitution, shall remain in
force until they shall expire or be repealed.

Proceedings not affected.SEC. 3. [** *]*

*Certain transitional provisions of codified lowa@stitution, Art. Xl have been omitted from thisdified lowa Constitution. See
original Constitution for omitted language.

Fines inure to the state.SEC. 4.

Repealed 1974, Amendmd5]

Bonds in force. SEC. 5. [* * *J*

*Certain transitional provisions of codified lowa@stitution, Art. Xl have been omitted from thisdified lowa Constitution. See
original Constitution for omitted language.

First election for governor and lieutenant governor SEC. 6. [* * *J*

*Certain transitional provisions of codified lowa@stitution, Art. Xl have been omitted from thisna codified Constitution. See
original Constitution for omitted language.

First election of officers. SEC. 7. [* * *}*

*Certain transitional provisions of codified lowa@stitution, Art. Xl have been omitted from thisdified lowa Constitution. See
original Constitution for omitted language.

For judges of supreme court. SEC. 8. [* * *J*

*Certain transitional provisions of codified lowa@stitution, Art. XIl have been omitted from thisdified lowa Constitution. See
original Constitution for omitted language.

General assembly - first sessionSEC. 9. [* * *]*

*Certain transitional provisions of codified lowa@stitution, Art. Xl have been omitted from thisdified lowa Constitution. See
original Constitution for omitted language.

Senators. SEC. 10. [* * *}

*Certain transitional provisions of codified lowa@stitution, Art. XIl have been omitted from thisdified lowa Constitution. See
original Constitution for omitted language.

Offices not vacated. SEC. 11. [* * *}

*Certain transitional provisions of codified lowa@stitution, Art. XIl have been omitted from thisdified lowa Constitution. See
original Constitution for omitted language.

Judicial districts. SEC. 12. [***}

*Certain transitional provisions of codified lowa@stitution, Art. Xl have been omitted from thisdified lowa Constitution. See
original Constitution for omitted language.

Submission of constitution. SEC. 13. [* * *J

*Certain transitional provisions of codified lowa@stitution, Art. Xl have been omitted from thisdified lowa Constitution. See
original Constitution for omitted language.

Proposition to strike out the word "white". SEC. 14. [** *}

*Certain transitional provisions of codified lowa@stitution, Art. Xl have been omitted from thisdified lowa Constitution. See
original Constitution for omitted language.

Mills county. SEC. 15. [***F

*Certain transitional provisions of codified lowa@stitution, Art. Xl have been omitted from thisdified lowa Constitution. See
original Constitution for omitted language.

General election. SEC. 16. [***}

Added 1904, Amendmefitl]. Apparently superseded by codified lowa ConstitytArt. 11, §7.

*Certain provisions, apparently superseded or @tsplhave been omitted from this codified lowa Gitutgon. See original
Constitution for omitted language.



